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standard in our area. During her tenure, Dr. 
Kaplan has reinforced this perception and con-
tinually raised this standard. 

I have come to admire and respect Dr. 
Kaplan, who has never been shy about giving 
me very good advice on education issues and 
legislation. I know how much good schools 
mean to my constituents, so I have always 
heeded her expertise and guidance. 

The Shawnee Mission district includes older 
suburban areas and is surrounded by newer, 
fast growing areas. Under Dr. Kaplan’s leader-
ship, and thanks to confidence in the district, 
Shawnee Mission patrons have passed a se-
ries of school bond issues which allowed the 
district to renew its building stock, while com-
bining some elementary school populations. 

During the past 16 years, Dr. Kaplan and 
Shawnee Mission schools have: 

Brought rigorous International Baccalaureate 
programming to area high school students 
since 1996, and greatly increased advanced 
placement classes; Strengthened the district’s 
Center for International Studies and further de-
veloped the languages offered through the 
program; Transformed career and technical 
education courses and programs with award 
winning programs in culinary arts, commercial 
baking, graphic design, multimedia, and com-
puter training; Brought in engineering tech-
nology, biotechnology, and biomedical health 
science programs; Introduced the Open Court 
reading program; and Continually produced 
students who outperform their Kansas and US 
peers on standardized tests, including the 
ACT and the SAT. For several years, Shaw-
nee Mission produces about 20 percent of the 
Kansas National Merit finalists, despite having 
only 6 percent of the state’s population. 

Although a talented administrator, Dr. 
Kaplan has made it a point to substitute teach 
in every building throughout the school year. 
Perhaps because of this, her teachers and ad-
ministrators know how much she cares, and 
understands their difficulties and joys at the 
classroom level. Educators today face new 
challenges, with increasing numbers of chil-
dren who do not speak English at home and 
with problems of school funding and federal 
education programs. Despite it all, this district 
has continued to succeed. 

Madam Speaker, thank you for allowing me 
the time to pay tribute to an outstanding edu-
cator who I am proud to call a friend, Dr. Mar-
jorie Kaplan. 
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RECOGNIZING DULUTH CENTRAL 
HIGH SCHOOL FOR PARTICIPA-
TION IN THE 2008 WE THE PEO-
PLE NATIONAL FINALS 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, from 
May 3–5, 2008, more than 1200 students from 
across the country visited Washington, D.C. to 
take part in the National Finals of We the Peo-
ple: The Citizen and the Constitution, one of 
the most extensive educational programs in 
the country developed to educate young peo-
ple about the U.S. Constitution and Bill of 
Rights. Administered by the Center for Civic 
Education, the We the People program is 
funded by the U.S. Department of Education 

by act of Congress. It is important to note that 
results of independent studies of this nation-
ally acclaimed program have shown that We 
the People students have gained a greater po-
litical tolerance and attained an excellent un-
derstanding of the Constitution and Bill of 
Rights. With many reports and surveys indi-
cating the lack of civic knowledge and civic 
participation, I am pleased to support such a 
superb program that is producing an enlight-
ened and engaged citizenry. 

I am proud to announce that the state of 
Minnesota was represented by a class from 
Duluth Central High School at this prestigious 
national event. These outstanding students, 
through their knowledge of the U.S. Constitu-
tion, won their statewide competition and 
earned the chance to come to our nation’s 
capital and compete at the national level. The 
names of these outstanding students from Du-
luth Central High School are: Leanna Albert-
son, Sharlene Balik, Krista Benko, Gregory 
Bongey, John Brakke, Whitney Buck, Jessica 
Churchill, Kylie Dalager, Alissa EIke, Chad 
Erlemeier, Zack Filipovich, Jordan Foschi, 
Nicholas Foucault, Robert Gitar, Daniel 
Gunderson, Matthew Harold, Elizabeth 
Hauschildt, Garth Heikkinen, Amy Hietala, 
Grace Larsen, Joseph Makynen, Marina 
McCuskey, Jason Michalicek, Hannah Olson, 
Liza Pierre, Jessica Primozich, Molly Prudden, 
Matthew Roberts, Eric Stokes, and Joseph 
Von Rueden. 

While in Washington, the students partici-
pated in a three-day academic competition 
that simulates a congressional hearing in 
which they ‘‘testified’’ before a panel of judges. 
Students demonstrated their knowledge and 
understanding of constitutional principles as 
they evaluated, took, and defended positions 
on relevant historical and contemporary 
issues. 

I also wish to commend the teacher of the 
class, Ethan Fisher, who was responsible for 
preparing these young constitutional experts 
for the National Finals. Also worthy of special 
recognition is Jennifer Bloom, the state coordi-
nator, who is responsible for implementing the 
We the People program in the great state of 
Minnesota. 

I applaud the exceptional achievements of 
these students. 
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FISA COURT IS DOING ITS JOB 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, 
as Congress has debated how to update the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, FISA, 
some have said that law is completely out-
dated. 

I support revisions to reflect changes in 
technology since FISA was enacted, but I 
think it is important to recognize that the basic 
law is sound and does not prevent the Gov-
ernment from acting to protect Americans. 

That point was well put in a recent editorial 
in the Rocky Mountain News, noting that the 
Justice Department has reported that in 2007 
the special FISA court approved some 2,370 
warrants authorizing surveillance of people in 
the United States believed to be in contact 
with international terrorist organizations while 
denying only 3 requests for such warrants. 

This led the newspaper to conclude that 
‘‘The great number of warrants granted, com-
pared to just three denied, indicates that the 
spy court is no great impediment to national 
security’’ and, with regard to the Bush admin-
istration’s proposals to rewrite FISA, ‘‘The sus-
picion here is that the Bush administration 
simply doesn’t want any checks on its eaves-
dropping powers.’’ 

I think that is a pretty accurate appraisal. 
For the information of our colleagues, here 

is the full text of the editorial: 
[From the Rocky Mountain News, May 2, 

2008] 
SPY COURT KEEPING UP WITH WIRETAP 

REQUESTS 
The Bush administration has been assert-

ing the right to wiretap without seeking a 
warrant from a special court set up for that 
purpose under the 30-year-old Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act. 

However, a Justice Department report on 
the court’s wiretap approvals suggests it is 
not quite the hurdle the administration 
made it out to be. Last year, the court ap-
proved 2,370 warrants seeking wiretaps of 
people in this country believed to be in con-
tact with international terrorist organiza-
tions. 

The court denied just three warrant appli-
cations and partially denied another; 86 
times the court asked the government to 
amend its applications before granting ap-
proval. The year before, the court denied 
only one application and that just partially. 
This hardly sounds like an onerous approval 
process. 

Since the number of warrants being sought 
has more than doubled since 9/11, it also 
sounds as if the court is having no problem 
keeping up with the workload. The suspicion 
here is that the Bush administration simply 
doesn’t want any checks on its eaves-
dropping powers. And in seeking a rewrite of 
the surveillance law, the administration did 
in fact seek to greatly expand its powers to 
wiretap without warrants. 

The great number of warrants granted, 
compared to just three denied, indicates that 
the spy court is no great impediment to na-
tional security. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO JADE 
ANDERSON 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to rise today to honor Jade An-
derson by entering his name in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD, the official record of the pro-
ceedings and debates of the United States 
Congress since 1873. Today I pay tribute to 
Jade Anderson, owner and CEO of Capstone 
Brokerage, Inc., for his small-business 
achievements throughout the Las Vegas com-
munity. 

Jade Anderson is a graduate from the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Las Vegas with a degree in 
Business Administration. He began Capstone 
Brokerage Inc. shortly after graduation, first as 
a part-time venture for about five years. He 
shifted gears in 2002 deciding to put all of his 
energy into growing his company. His com-
pany also serves as a connection to other 
successful entrepreneurs and business minds 
around the globe. In addition to running Cap-
stone, Jade is a member of the Las Vegas 
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Chapter of the Entrepreneurs Organization 
(EO). Through this organization, he has been 
able to apply to the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology’s (MIT) Entrepreneurs Masters 
Program where he meets annually for one 
week with other CEOs and entrepreneurs and 
listens to business leaders and professors 
speak on issues related to running their own 
businesses 

Today, Jade is also focused on making cer-
tain that his company gives back to the com-
munity. He gives a large portion of time to 
Olive Crest, a nonprofit organization that sup-
ports the prevention and treatment of child 
abuse. He also serves on the Board of Direc-
tors of Olive Crest and assists with fundraising 
and volunteer efforts. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor Jade 
Anderson and would like to recognize his 
small-business accomplishments within the 
Las Vegas community. I would also like to 
congratulate him on receiving the Small Busi-
ness Person of the Year at the 2008 Small 
Business Awards. 
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TRIBUTE TO MIKE KEEFE 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the retirement of Mike Keefe from the 
State of Iowa Fire Marshall’s Office, and to ex-
press my appreciation for his dedication and 
commitment for the past 32 years for the safe-
ty of Iowans. 

After receiving a business administration de-
gree in 1975, Mike began volunteering for the 
Decorah, Iowa fire department. While on the 
job, the fire department was called to a fire at 
the church he attended and where his mother 
worked as a secretary. He rescued his mother 
by helping her out a window. The fire officials 
asked Mike to assist in their investigation, and 
afterwards Mike was encouraged to apply for 
a position with the Iowa Fire Marshall’s Office. 
He was offered and accepted a job in 1976 
with the office as an investigator. Over the 
years Mike has investigated nearly 3,000 fires, 
providing reliable and dedicated service to 
many Iowans. 

I know that my colleagues in the United 
States Congress join me in commending Mike 
Keefe for his service to the State Fire Mar-
shall’s Office and the people of Iowa. I con-
sider it an honor to represent Mike in Con-
gress and I wish him and his wife, Susan, a 
long, happy and healthy retirement. 
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LYNN FIELDS—COMMUNITY 
SERVANT FOR EDUCATION 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 8, 2008 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, the Humble ISD 
board of trustees will say farewell to a dedi-

cated public servant on May 13, 2008 when 
my friend Mrs. Lynn Fields retires after serving 
14 years as a board member. 

I met Lynn when she was a reporter for the 
Baytown Sun back in the 1980s and I was a 
Texas Judge. Since those days, Lynn Fields 
has served as the voice of a mother and com-
munity volunteer on the Humble ISD school 
board who always looked out for the best in-
terests of our children. She faithfully carried 
the torch of public service passed to her from 
her father-in-law, Jack Fields Sr., who pre-
viously served the district as board member 
for 21 years. 

Over the years, she worked hard at improv-
ing services for students in both educational 
and social areas. She initiated the district’s 
pursuit of a Spanish immersion program at 
two Humble elementary schools. She led the 
district with efforts to reduce alcohol and drug 
use among children with programs such as 
‘‘Common Ground,’’ which resulted in in-
creased awareness of the dangers of binge 
drinking and the importance of students’ mak-
ing responsible decisions in social situations. 

Many of her friends and colleagues have 
spoken kind words in describing her dedica-
tion to public service. ‘‘Lynn’s heart is as big 
as the state of Texas,’’ said Dave Martin, 
President of the Humble ISD Board of Trust-
ees. ‘‘We could always count on Lynn’s guid-
ance to lead us down the direction and path 
that put the morality and ethical issues of our 
students first.’’ 

Lynn Fields and Humble ISD Super-
intendent, Dr. Guy Sconzo, have hosted a 
monthly cable access show called ‘‘Your 
Schools,’’ which spotlights people and pro-
grams within the district. She received the 
School Bell Award for outstanding media cov-
erage of educational news for the program by 
the Texas Retired Teachers Association. 

‘‘Lynn is frankly just one of the kindest, most 
caring servant leaders I have ever met,’’ said 
Dr. Sconzo about working with Lynn. ‘‘Through 
literally every very difficult budget development 
crisis and challenging growth issues that face 
our district, Lynn always kept the discussion 
focused on what’s best for children.’’ 

Lynn Fields has also experienced many 
wonderful personal moments in her 14-year 
tenure as school board member including the 
opportunity to hand two of her children their 
high school diplomas at their graduation. She 
also watched with pride when the board of 
trustees named an elementary school after her 
late father-in-law Jack Fields Sr. 

In addition to her efforts in the school dis-
trict, she is also an active community leader in 
several organizations. Lynn is a member of 
Humble Area First Baptist Church. She is a 
Light Keeper member of Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving and serves as MADD Southeast 
Texas Regional Council Chair. She has been 
a long-time advocate for women and children. 
Lynn started the Bay Area Women’s Center in 
Baytown in 1981. With the help of her hus-
band, former Congressman Jack Fields, they 
raised funds to help open ‘‘The Door,’’ a shel-
ter for battered women in the Humble area. 

Jack Fields has been a long-time friend of 
mine, and he is extremely proud of Lynn’s ac-

complishments as well. ‘‘My wife has given of 
herself, unselfishly, for the students of our 
area,’’ he said. ‘‘She has led in the areas of 
character, alcohol and drug education, and 
Spanish immersion for those students wishing 
to become bilingual. She is an outstanding 
woman, mother and wife. Our area and my 
family are benefited by her years of service. 
She is the model for those who serve in their 
communities. I could not be more proud of 
her. I am honored to be her husband. I love 
her very much.’’ 

It is an honor today to recognize the great 
contributions that Lynn Fields has made to 
Humble ISD and the community. Madam 
Speaker, we thank Lynn, for her years of serv-
ice, principled leadership and dedication to our 
children. I wish her the best of luck in her fu-
ture endeavors. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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PROVIDING FOR COMPENSATION 
TO STATES INCARCERATING UN-
DOCUMENTED ALIENS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 6, 2008 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 1512, legislation to 
compensate the States for incarcerating un-
documented criminal aliens. 

The State Criminal Alien Assistance Pro-
gram, commonly referred to as SCAAP, is a 
very effective federal-local government part-
nership that deserves robust funding from the 
Bush Administration. 

Currently, SCAAP funding is about $175 
million less than what it was in fiscal year 
1998, and falls far short of meeting the actual 
costs incurred by local jurisdictions. In my 
home state of California, we received about 
$110 million for this program in 2007. How-
ever, the California Department of Corrections 
actually spent more than $912.5 million of its 
own money to arrest and hold these criminal 
aliens. Like many other states, California is 
cutting funding in education and other pro-
grams in an effort to balance its budget; by 
underfunding SCAAP, the Bush Administration 
is forcing California to spend upwards of $800 
million of its own money, foisting a federal re-
sponsibility on our local governments. 

H.R. 1512 restores the original partnership 
and allows our local law enforcement officials 
to focus on protecting our communities. If we 
are truly serious about removing these dan-
gerous criminal aliens from our country, we 
must make sure that we provide state and 
local law enforcement officers with all the tools 
they need to succeed. 
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